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of homes
under way
in Libby

By BRENT SHRUM

. Spedial to the Inter Lake

LIBBY — The first residential
cleanups are beginning as the
Environmental Protection Agency's

. project to screen more than 3,000

Libby-area homes for asbestos contam-

. ination nears the halfway point.

About 10 ftwo-person teams from the

" environmental engineering firm CDM

Inc. have visited more than 1,400 prop-
erties looking for asbestos-contaminat-
od vermiculite in the ground or in
attic insulation, EPA on-scene coordi-

" pator Paul Peronard said. -

CDM has a contract with the federal
agency to conduct the screening. .
“The basic purpose of this is to cue

up the cbvious stuff and eliminate the

obvious nonstarters,” Peronard said.

So far, 133 homes have been identi-
fied with vermiculite insulation but
no other source of contamination, 423
have visible vermiculite outdoors but
not in the insulation, and 137 have
both. Another nine properties have
vermiculite insulation in an outbuild-
ing or secondary structure.

“Overall, that's a little higher than
we expected,” Peronard said.

Houses with Zonolite brand vermi-
culite insulation, vermiculite in the
yard or garden, or asbestos

See LIBBY on Page A2
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Libby, 13 individual cells, each
18 feet deep, are being prepared
to hold “up to 139,000 cubic yards

of vermiculite insulation




